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Matthew 18:10  “Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you,  
That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.”  
 

    First of all we would like to praise the Lord and thank him for his mercy and grace to us! We are so happy to 
announce that our baby, Elaina Carlissa Huggins arrived Tuesday night, August 20th and we are so blessed to 
have her. Lydia had to be induced on Monday afternoon; 2 weeks early because she had preeclampsia. After a 

long labor (32 hours) and an early rupture that led to an infection, Lydia 
was put on 2 different antibiotics just before delivery. As a result of the 
complications during labor, Elaina developed an infection (chorioamionitis) 
and a very elevated breathing rate (tachypnea) so she was placed on a 7 
day antibiotic regiment with continual IV fluids. Elaina was cared for 24/7 
in the medical nursery and we stayed in another hospital room so we 
could visit her as much as possible in the medical nursery. After a few 
days of treatment she was making good progress and was taken off the 
continual IV fluids and eventually we were discharged after our 11 day 
stay in the hospital. It is an understatement to simply say, we really 
appreciate your prayers for Lydia’s pregnancy and delivery, and we are 
wholeheartedly thankful that our faithful Father answered and gave us 
peace during this time where it would have been easy to be overcome 
with the spirit of fear. 
 

    Even though this is not something we prayed for, the Lord knew this would be for 
our good. It is too much to describe in this letter but we see how this event was 
used to let us learn things we would have struggled with if we have went home 
after a couple days in the hospital. Also, I know in many ways this could have gone 
in a very different direction and I look back and see how the Lord carefully guided 
us to have Elaina in the US instead of moving in our own timing in haste to get to 
Brazil. We are very thankful that our Father in heaven sincerely cares for these little 
ones and he has blessed her treatment, and had mercy on our child and us! 
 

    In regards to our visa situation, our Brazilian sponsorship papers should be 
arriving soon and then we can submit our application package for our visas. We are 
using an agency to assist us in this process and they will be presenting our 
application at the Brazilian consulate in Miami. Please pray our application gets 
accepted without any problems and it processes quickly so if the Lord wills, I can 
take a trip to set up housing and purchase a vehicle before the rest of the family 
goes down. We have also begun working on Elaina’s paperwork which will be a 
little behind ours because we still have to get her birth certificate and apply for her 
passport before we can send in an application for her visa. It is hard to believe that September will mark 2 years 
since we set out on full time deputation and it is great to be at this point setting up our move down to Brazil. 
 

    Considering the headway we have made with our visa paperwork, we’ve purchased our plane tickets for 
December 4th and it makes some things easier now that we have a target date to work towards. We will be 
taking everything with us on the plane since getting a container through customs in Brazil it is a maze of 
paperwork, the duty fee is very expensive, and there would be a lot of uncertainty that our belongings would 
even make it to our home in Brazil. We have looked into other options but nothing seems to be as efficient and 
inexpensive as paying for extra baggage with the airline, so our prayer is that we are able to get everything we 
need for our first term in our luggage for our move in December. 
 

    In our last letter we asked a specific prayer request about our desire to study under a Portuguese tutor while 
we finish our paperwork and pack for Brazil. Within a few weeks of our letter being out I was put in contact with a 
native Brazilian lady who was a teacher in Brazil until she married an American 15 years ago and now she tutors 
in Ohio. Praise the Lord for even more answered prayer! We now have our first video conference Portuguese 
lesson starting in September and she has offered to teach us at no charge since we are missionaries. 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    Another special blessing for me was getting ordained on July 17th in our home church,  
Bible Baptist Church, founded by my step-dad Dr. Peter S. Ruckman and where he pastored 
for several decades until just before his passing. The service was officiated by our pastor Bro. Donovan and our 
associate pastor Bro. Colvin gave a motivating charge. The Lord also worked out the timing of the ordination so 
that Bro. Matt Sherrouse, the missionary we will be training under in Brazil was in town presenting his work so he 
was able to be on the review committee as well. There are several other friends of mine in the ministry I really 

wish I could have invited to be a part of this but due 
to this being part of my application for a visa, it had to 
be done sooner than I hoped. I know every Christian 
in their own place is called to spread the gospel of 
Jesus Christ but I realized how much of a privilege 
and blessing it is to be set aside for the gospel 
ministry, and approved in Christ by the brethren, 
especially from those of our home church. I have so 
many amazing memories there and this is another 
one I can look back on and smile for years to come. 
 

    Before our days in the hospital, I had several good 
opportunities to preach and teach in a few prisons 
and at a boy’s juvenile detention center. One thing 

that struck me while ministering to these teens and men in prison was how much effort the devil puts into getting 
them bogged down in the world to diminish their fear of God and work up bitterness with the thought of the love 
of God. Knowing that some are moved with fear and other with compassion (Jude 1:22,23), it is disheartening 
when you see some led up to Calvary only to stay but for a moment under conviction, yet undecided, and you 
leave them only able to pray that they consider their soul before their end. We pray the gospel is presented to 
them again and they are reminded of the compassion Jesus Christ had for 
them or put in fear of the eternal fire that awaits them if they die without the 
Savior. This is our burden for all those who the Lord puts us in contact with 
here and also when we reach Brazil. 
 

    We’re praising the Lord for his answer to our prayer in graciously giving us 
our daughter Elaina (I Samuel 1:27, 28) and we are sincerely thankful for 
everyone who has prayed with us through the years. To all our supporters 
and praying friends, thanks again for all that you do for us! 
PRAYER REQUESTS:

• Wisdom and grace for us as new parents to our daughter 
• Elaina’s immune system to strengthen 
• Our visas to be processed without any issue 
• Wisdom in regards to a setup trip and our move to Brazil
THANKSGIVINGS:
• The Lord blessing us with Elaina 
• Prayer answered for a tutor to help us with Portuguese  
• The many dear friends that helped us through deputation 
• Blessing of being ordained in our home church


